
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK NOTICES. 

Ferguson's Ceylon Handbook and Directory, 1905-6. xi and 1364 
pp. and Index. A. M. & J. Ferguson, Colombo, 1905-06. (Price, £1.) 
The present edition of this excellent hand-book is, as usual, filled wtih practi- 
cally every kind of information to answer all sorts of inquiries about this re- 
markable island. The most novel and, for the world at large, the most interest- 
ing pages in this edition are those devoted to the rubber-planting industry — for 
Ceyrbn is doing more than almost any other region to demonstrate the practicability 
of rubber cultivation. The frontispiece is a photograph of Para rubber trees 
taken in the Government gardens at Henaratgoda. The trees have grown to 
large size; and though the oldest and largest of them (28 to 29 years) are not 
shown in the picture, it gives a good idea of the thrift of the Para rubber tree 
in Ceylon. 

Rubber-planting began twenty-nine years ago; but, at first, little attention 
was paid to Para or Mexican rubber, as the hardy Ceara nearly monopolized 
attention. In recent years a great deal of interest in the Para rubber tree (Hevea 
Braziliensis) has developed. Until 1898 rubber-planting was represented by 
only about 750 acres; but by the middle of 1901 the acreage was about 2,500, and 
in June, 1904, there were 11,000 acres. Planting has gone on with remarkable 
rapidity during the past year, and the estate returns show nearly 40,000 acres. 
It was at first estimated 1 that not more than 10,000 acres in Ceylon would be avail- 
able for Para rubber, but it is now known that the range will be much more 
extensive. In 1903 the tree was flourishing at a height of over 3,000 feet, and 
it is now doing well up to 4,000 feet. The crop of 1893 was 2,792 pounds. It 
kept increasing every year, till in 1904 it was 77,212 pounds. The crop of half 
of 1905 was 51,520 pounds. 

John Chinaman at Home. Sketches of Men, Manners and Things 
in China. By the Rev. E. J. Hardy. 335 pp., numerous Illustrations 
and Index. Imported by Charles Scribner's Sons, rgo6. (Price, $2.25.) 

The author was a chaplain for three and a half years in the British forces at 
Hongkong. From time to time he was absent on leave in China, and during 
his sojourn in the country he observed and heard everything he could about the 
habits and customs of the people. The first six chapters contain descriptions of 
some of the leading cities — Hongkong, Tientsin, Peking, Canton, Swatow, Amoy, 
Foochow, and of journeys on the West and Yangtse Rivers. Fully three-fourths 
of the book is given to the life of people, their food, medicines, clothes, houses, 
gardens, servants, betrothal and marriage, death and burial, boys, girls, educa- 
tion, manners, the Government, religions, superstitions, and other topics, includ- 
ing missionaries. The book is filled with incident, and the simple and interest- 
ing style in which it is written is well adapted to leave a vivid impression of the 
everyday life of the Chinese. 

We appear to the Chinese, in all respects, to be as singular and eccentric in 
our customs as they have appeared to many of us. When we criticise the Chinese 
for worshipping their ancestors, they retort that we worship our wives. The- 
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